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DROUGHT 
 
History 
 
The New River Valley has just come out of an extended severe drought. The drought that 
began in 1998 and continued through the early Fall of 2002 impacted public water 
supplies, agriculture and fire dangers (as revealed in Figure 38 below.) The accumulated 
rainfall deficit was at least 20 inches before rain finally resumed. The effect was more 
dramatic because most of the limited rainfall was in the summertime, when vegetation 
used it up, versus the more typical heavy precipitation in the winter when groundwater 
recharges. 
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